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C R I M E  P A T R O L

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@  B e n g a l u r u

SENIOR IPS officer Alok Mo-
han, who has been given addi-
tional charge of  the Director 
General and Inspector General 
of  Police (DG & IGP), assumed 
office on Monday.

The 1987-batch IPS officer, 
who is the DGP & Commandant 
General of  Home Guards and 
DG of  Fire Force & Emergency 
Services, has been given addi-
tional charge as DG & IGP as 
Praveen Sood, who was holding 
the post, has been appointed 
the Director of  the Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation (CBI). 

Addressing the media after 
the formal exchange of   baton, 
Alok Mohan said while main-
taining law and order and pre-
vention and detection of  crimes 
will be the priority, the aim is to 
make Karnataka a zero-narcot-
ic state. 

“There will be absolutely 
zero tolerance towards organ-
ised crimes. Be it gambling, 
prostitution or drug peddling, 
be it any individual or any gang 
involved, we will crack down 
on such elements,” the new 
chief  of  the police force 
warned, adding that thorough 
investigation will be conducted 
in drug-peddling cases to get to 
the bottom of  the network.

Stressing that the majority 
of  the crimes in future will be 
cyber crimes, Mohan said po-
lice personnel will be trained to 
enable each of  them to investi-
gate new technology crimes. 
“Every staff  will be trained to 

investigate white collar and cy-
ber crimes. We will ensure that 
officers are tech-savvy and re-
quired training will be provid-
ed,” he elaborated. He warned 
that staff  who do not attend to 
complaints will be dealt with 
strictly. 

He also said proper conduct 
with the public is a must and 
the staff  must respect human 
rights and follow guidelines is-
sued by the Supreme Court and 
High Court. On police joining 
hands with anti-social ele-
ments, he said, “Whether you 
wear the uniform or not, be it 
within the department or out-
side, a criminal is a criminal. 
We will be merciless towards 
those indulging in anti-social 
activities.”

Further, he said importance 
will be given to traffic manage-
ment in cities and highways by 
regulating traffic rather than 
checking vehicles for violation. 
Meanwhile, he emphasised that 
the mental and physical well-
being of  the staff  is the key to 
better policing and importance 
will be given for the same.
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SPEAKING about his personal journey -- 37 years in the Karna-
taka cadre, barring the three-year stint as police advisor to the 
Government of  Mauritius, Sood said, “Working was easier. How-
ever, leading the force as HOPF was much more challenging. But 
I could discharge this responsibility because of  unstinted support 
from each of  my colleagues from the constable to DG. At times, I 
did feel lonely at the top, but those moments were few,” he 
stated.

Opening his heart out to the police personnel, Sood said he had 
spent early years of  his life in a house “measuring 45 sqm. I had 
never imagined that I would live as HOPF in a house spread over 
3 acres.”

In fact, it was this experience of  childhood that Sood, today 
looks back at ‘Police Gruha - 2020 with the “greatest satisfaction” 
in his entire career. It was “not because we constructed 10,000 
quarters, but because I could give dignity to the families of  police-
men by giving them two-bedroom and two-toilet houses,” he 
stated. 

He said his second most satisfying tenure was in KSRP, where 
he “could give meaning to the careers of  constabulary.” He de-
scribed Covid 19 as the biggest challenge in his tenure as HOPF.

On personal let downs in his career, Sood admitted that “com-
plete trust in colleagues led to being let down badly.. twice in my 
career, including once as HOPF. Despite these. I could not, till date, 
stop trusting my colleagues completely.”

He admitted that at times he would have appeared to be a man 
in a hurry, wanting tomorrow’s work to be completed yesterday. 
“I considered every day as my last day on the post wanting to fin-
ish the agenda. At times, I would have been harsh because I felt 
that the ambition of  pleasing everyone would not let me achieve 
my objective of  development of  the department.”

Sood thanked the rank and file of  the police force and extended 
apologies “for anything that may have caused anguish to any of  
you because it was totally unintended” and confessed that like 
every other human being, he too has his own limitations and fail-
ings. “Karnataka may not be my janmabhumi (birthplace) but is 
my karmabhumi (place of  action). I look forward to my return to 
Kannadanadu after two years,” stated Sood while signing off.
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‘Traffic management will be top priority’

IN THE WILD 
As water scarcity increase due to scorching heat, elephants search for sources to 

quench their  thirst at Nagarahole |  EXPRESS

Climate change,  
pollution ups risk of 
death for preemies

P U R A N C H O U D H A R Y  
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A new study has found that 
the environment has a direct 
and indirect impact on preg-
nancy, resulting in stillbirths, 
pre-term birth and babies
small for gestational age. 

The report ‘Born Too Soon: 
Decade of  Action on Pre-term 
Birth’ released recently by 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said 91% of  deaths of  
pre-term babies among fami-
lies belonging to low-in-
come and middle-in-
come countries were 
because of  air pollu-
tion, despite low car-
bon emissions when 
compared to developed 
countries.  

In the report, an estimated 
13.4 million babies were born 
before completing 37 weeks of  
gestation in 2020. Climate 
change increased the risk of  
pre-term births in regions 
where fossil fuels are burnt in 
large quantities. Air pollution 
increased the risk of  pre-term 
babies by 52 per cent in asth-
matic mothers, and by 16 per 
cent due to extreme heat expo-
sure and rising temperatures, 
explained the report.

Dr Chandrakant Laharia, 
public health expert, told 
TNIE a large number of  pre-
term births are preventable 
with proper scientific medical 
interventions. He added the 
risk factors such as late or no 
healthcare during pregnancy, 
high blood pressure, being 
obese or underweight are 
more in low and middle in-
come countries, where most 
deaths are also reported. “In 
2020, nearly one million new-
borns (one baby every 40 sec-

onds) died due to pre-
t e r m  b i r t h i n g 
complications, and 
millions more survive 
with disabilities,” re-
vealed the report.

Dr Dhananjay Vas-
udev, a paediatrician, said 

the country has better neona-
tal care than what it had a dec-
ade ago, improving survival 
rate. “Pre-term babies are at 
higher risk of  health compli-
cations, especially respiratory 
ailments, which can be averted 
with right health care in the 
initial years,” he added.  

Experts recommend gov-
ernments, policy makers and 
healthcare providers to join 
hands to build inclusive poli-
cies and create awareness.

Youth assaulted for entering through exit gate
Bengaluru: A 24-year-old man was allegedly assaulted by a resident for 

entering the premises through the exit gate in Bellandur. The incident 
took place on May 16 when Sanchit Kumar, a resident of Lakeview 

Residency on Haraluru Main Road, entered the premises via the exit gate. 
Kumar and his sister entered through the exit gate on their scooter as 

road near the entry gate was not in a good condition. Miffed by this, 
Subhash Almel, a resident of the same apartment, allegedly stopped 

them and asked them to go back and come through the entry gate. 
Kumar, who was taking a U-turn after his sister got down, was allegedly 

knocked off the vehicle by Almel. When he rose to object to this 
behaviour, Almel allegedly punched him in the face leaving him bleeding.

Woman accuses businessman of sexual harassment
Bengaluru: A businessman was accused of sexually harassing a 
33-year-old woman whom he befriended at Kempegowda International 
Airport. The woman, a resident of KB Sandra, lodged a complaint 
against Ganesh Narayan with the State Women’s Commission, which 
directed police to look into the matter. The woman alleged that in 
August 2022, she had flown in from Mumbai and had trouble booking a 
cab to go home, when the accused Ganesh Narayan introduced himself 
to her, collected her mobile number and volunteered to help her book a 
cab. In the following days, he remained in contact with her and 
eventually got friendly, police said. As days passed, his behaviour 
changed and he allegedly started sexually harassing her.

NEGLIGENCE
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THE Consumer Commission 
directed BWSSB to pay Rs 
10,000 compensation and Rs 
10,000 litigation expenses to 
a complainant, in addition to 
refunding the amount col-
lected as water and sanitary 
charges for a partially com-
pleted building. The com-
plainant did not use the 
building after part of  it was 
demolished for the Metro 
project by BMRCL in 2012, at 
Sarakki village in JP Nagar. 

Partly allowing the com-
plaint filed by Ajjappa, 3rd 
Additional Bengaluru Urban 
District Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Commission com-
prising president K Shivara-
ma and members KS Raju and 
Rekha Sayannavar, passed the 
order to refund the amount 
collected from the complain-
ant after March 16, 2012, and 
issue a ‘No Dues’ certificate. 

Referring to the statement 
of  BWSSB, the commission 
said the sewerage connection 
was disconnected in April 
2022 due to non-payment of  
bills, and inquired why they 
failed to take action. “There 
was negligence on the part of  
BWSSB. The complainant 
obeyed BWSSB instructions 
by depositing the amount. The 
attitude of  BWSSB officials 
amounts to deficiency of  serv-
ice,” the commission noted. 

According to the complaint, 
Ajjappa availed of  water con-
nection to his property at Sar-
akki and paid water bills till 
March 16, 2012. Since 2010, 
part of  the building owned by 
Tyagaraja Cooperative Bank 
was demolished for the BM-
RCL project and the remain-
ing building was owned by 
him and kept vacant.

The  water meter provided 
by BWSSB is missing, and 
he filed a complaint with ju-
r i s d i c t i o n a l  p o l i c e .  
T h i s  w a s  i n t i m a t e d  
to BWSSB in March 2012 
with a request not to raise 
water bills afresh.  

BWSSB to 
compensate 
house owner 
for fake bills

Venkata Krishnan (47) was killed after a truck rammed his bike from behind on Monday around 7.30am. A speeding 
tipper lorry grazed a truck from behind near Basavanapura bridge on NICE road and due to the impact of the collision, 
the truck lost control and hit Krishnan’s bike. Lokesh (21) was killed on Sunday after he was hit by a speeding car coming 
from the opposite direction, when he was riding his bike towards Kengeri on the Uttarahalli Main Road around 6.30 pm. 
Though he was rushed to a nearby hospital, he was declared brought dead. Cases have been registered.


